Your Reward Is On The Way
Revelation 22:12-15

Background

1. We have been told what heaven and hell will be like.

2. We have been told that people tend to stay in the way they choose to go.

3. We have repeatedly been told that the Lord is coming quickly, soon; that the time is near.

I. The Reward Jesus Is Bringing
A. Jesus is coming quickly with His reward with Him.
B. Jesus is eager to deliver the reward He carries.

1. The Lord’s love and grace compel Him to reward His own. (Lk. 18:6-8a)

2. He is not slack or uncaring, but zealous and eager.

C. He is not a mere messenger of the reward, but the judge.

D. His reward is given at His coming.

E. The reward is based on what every man has done.

1. Guilt does not begin when sin is committed, but we enter the world as sinners.

2. Good works do not usher in righteousness, but spring from being made righteous.

3. When the Bible gives a list of evil deeds it is showing the fruit of a wicked heart.
4. Likewise, when the Bible speaks of good deeds it is showing the work of God.

5. The wicked stand before God with their own works, which brings condemnation.

6. The righteous stand on the righteousness of Christ.

7. When the Lord rewards believers it is on the basis of His holy works.

F. Our reward is whether you are in the city or outside the city.

II. The Lord’s Eternal Sovereignty
A. Revelation speaks of the Lord’s eternal nature in these three phrases.

B. This is not saying that the Son of God has a beginning and an end.

C. Revelation is showing the end of what Genesis showed as the beginning.

D. To say, “I am…” means He is ruling all aspects of human existence.

1. It runs for as long as Christ ordains it to run.

2. It ends at the exact time He chooses it to end.

3. He is the One all answer to in judgment.

4. He is the guarantee that all His children will reach heaven.

He never changes. (Revelation 1:8)

To John, dismissing His fear…. (Revelation 1:17-18)

To the church in Smyrna, about to suffer…. (2:8)

To Laodicea, who had wandered from the Lord…. (3:14)

5. He is never called just the end in Revelation.

6. Often the start of something good is ended by the death of the starters.

7. The beginning and the end; the first and the last; the Alpha and the Omega….
