I Count Two
Revelation 20:4-6
I. One More Time in Plain English

A. Again, place yourselves in the latter part of the 1st century.

B. What do verses 4 through 6 say without any spin or adjustment for a system?

1. Thrones were set up and judges seated. (4)
2. The righteous stand before the thrones and the implication is they are approved.

3. These came to life and reigned with Christ for 1,000 years.

4. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 years ended. (5)

5. This is the first resurrection. (5b)

6. Over these the second death has no power.
7. They will be priests of God and of Christ—service, worship, access. (6b)

8. Later on, the evil dead are raised for judgment. (12-13)

9. So the first resurrection is unto blessing; the second resurrection unto judgment.

C. So how many resurrections would the 7 churches believe were coming?

II. The Nature of Present Application of Future Events

A. The most immediate recipients of the blessings of the Millennium are tribulation saints.

B. They manifest, not a special class, but all believers in their time.

C. So all are worthy to reign because God has made them worthy in Christ.

D. As such they are different; they don’t just act different.

E. None would say, “That’s for a future time and has no application to us.”

III. Why the Disagreement?

A. One, two, or three?
B. The clearest scripture regarding the number of resurrections is here in Revelation 20.

1. Jesus said all would hear His voice and come out of the grave. (John 5:28-29)

2. Jesus identified the last day resurrection for the righteous.

3. Jesus said the righteous will be raised on the last day.

All the Father has given Him will be raised the last day. (John 6:39)

All who believe will be raised the last day unto eternal life. (6:40)

Those whom the Father draws to Jesus are raised on the last day. (6:44)

Those having eternal life will be raised the last day. (6:54)

4. A last day for unbelievers is also taught. (John 12:48)

5. The last day is not conclusive to teach a general resurrection, nor John 5.

6. But our passage explicitly sets up times and nature for two resurrections.

C. To the 7 churches this would be taken as joy, motivation, and satisfaction.

D. The different views extend beyond these clear verses.

E. The biggest malfeasance is illustrated by a commentator I read this week.

F. There are two physical resurrections separated by 1,000 years, and ending the age.
