Now You See It
Revelation 20:11-15 II

I. Knowing the Fear of the Lord

A. Paul made an interesting statement explaining his zeal in evangelism.

1. “Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men.” (2 Corinthians 5:11)

2. This followed “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”

B. What is the chief characteristic of the unsaved (under sin)? (Romans 3:9-18)

1. The unsaved are under the rule and power of sin—their natural state.

2. Notice the list of effects that sin manifests (through verse 17).
3. Note also these descriptions are absolutes (NONE and ALL).
4. The last phrase is the root issue: “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

C. Paul says he knows the fear of the Lord, and those outside of Christ do not know it.

1. So the lost don’t seek God, righteousness, repent of sin, etc. (Proverbs 3:7)
2. The fool says in his heart there is no God. (Psalm 14:1)
3. God sees all, and this is what Paul knew. (Proverbs 5:21)

II. The Great White Throne
A. One very common theory of the afterlife is “nothingness.”

B. Another is universal bliss.

C. Few imagine this scene.

1. Pure holiness and absolute righteousness.

2. Earth and heaven flee away, and no place is found for them. (2 Peter 3:13)

D. This is where the gospel warning signs pointed.

E. No one will be proud of their sin in that day.

1. Even Isaiah couldn’t stand it without becoming undone. (Isaiah 6:1-5)

2. His sin had to be purged to stand before God. (6:6-7)

3. Will sinners ignore God all their lives and then run sit in His lap? (Heb. 10:31)

III. The Trial of the Dead

A. The dead, small and great, stand before the Lord. (12)
1. The sea gave up its dead. (13)

2. Death and Hades gave up their dead. (13)

B. Books were opened.

1. This is a picture of a legal proceeding. (Daniel 7:10)

2. The books hold every thought, word, and deed of the dead.

3. They were judged on the basis of their deeds.

4. The book of life was opened. (Daniel 12:1)

C. The sentence.

1. Death and Hades was thrown into the lake of fire. (14)

2. If anyone’s name was not in the book of life they were cast into the lake of fire.

