Interstate To Heaven
Matthew 7:13-14

Background
1. This portion of Revelation is all about final destinations—the end of the way we have traveled.

2. There are two core things God wants regarding salvation.

· That we get saved.
· That we really get saved.
3. And two consequential things flow from both: fruit and assurance.

I. The Way
A. The destination is not at issue: everyone wants to go to heaven.

B. The way is widely and heatedly argued.

C. Most religions, formal and informal, are based on good works to get to heaven.

1. Singular good works, as if it matters if we’ve ever been on the right road.

2. Systematic good works, where a devout religious person earns his way.

3. Preponderance of good works, where you do more good than bad.

4. Ritualistic good works, where hindrances are removed like magic.

5. Even believing is thought by some in the class of a good work.

D. The limitation of the heavenly way.

E. So, in this world we are directed to “the way” to heaven.
II. The Broad Way

A. The broad way is the way that seems right to a man, but which ends in death.

B. The broad way leads to destruction while assuring you it leads to life.

C. Many find the broad way.

D. Unless our Lord opens our eyes and changes our heart it will drag us to hell.

III. The Narrow Way
A. The natural inclination is to avoid the hard way and choose the easy way.

B. There is no benefit from just a hard way. (Asceticism, ritualism, etc.)
C. We don’t make the way hard and narrow; it is hard and narrow.

D. The narrow way requires us to divest ourselves of all our vanity and love for sin.

E. Luke’s parallel includes, “Strive.”
F. The Father draws; the Spirit convicts and regenerates; Jesus saves.

1. “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

2. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

G. When you enter the narrow way you are SAVED, and you ARE saved.

